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Peace: Week 5  
“Peace Beyond Death” 

 

Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
The celebrated pastor Charles Spurgeon preached a sermon on Stephen’s death. The 
sermon outline contained the four points below. Read 1 Peter 1:3-12 and Acts 6-7, reflect 
on our story in Acts 7:51-60, and answer these questions for yourself: 

• “Jesus Seen”: How can Stephen’s vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God 
help you have certainty in peace beyond death? (Acts 7:54-55) 

• “Jesus Invoked”: How does having Jesus as your High Priest help you to have 
certainty in peace beyond death? (Acts 7:59) 

• “Jesus Trusted”: How can you trust in Jesus every day in order to trust Him at the 
moment of your death? (Acts 7:59-60) 

• “Jesus Imitated”: How does imitating Jesus help you have certainty in peace 
beyond death? (Acts 7:60) 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively.  
• Now that you answered the above questions for yourself, use them in the group 

discussion, focusing on Stephen.  

o “Jesus Seen”: How did Stephen’s vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God 
help him have certainty in peace beyond death? (Acts 7:54-55) 

o “Jesus Invoked”: How did praying to Jesus help Stephen have certainty in peace 
beyond death? (Acts 7:59) 

o “Jesus Trusted”: How did Stephen demonstrate that he trusted Jesus every day and 
how did it help him have certainty in peace beyond death?   
(Background text from Acts 6:5, 8; 7:1-50) 

o “Jesus Imitated”: How did imitating Jesus help Stephen have certainty in peace beyond 
death? (Acts 7:60) 

• It’s difficult for us to assess our own level of spiritual maturity. Carerfully guide the 
group through the final discussion question, especially if someone’s life does not 
match their answer. Look through your journal and use application points from this 
year’s sermons as suggestions to co-labor with the Spirit in this process.   

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Check in with those who may be struggling. Help them to narrow their focus if they 

feel like they’re drinking through a fire hose.  

• Pray for your group become full of faith, full of the Holy Spirit, and have certainty 
in peace beyond death.  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review 
the small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

What thoughts/feelings come to mind when you think about your death? Don’t give a 
“spiritual” answer. What’s in your heart? 

Share the background for the story Provide context by sharing what comes before 

the story in the Bible [1 min] Stephen was selected as a deacon in Acts 6. He is described 
as being full of faith and the Holy Spirit. In his ministry, full of faith and power, he did great 
signs and wonders among the people. Men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen 
disputed with Stephen. They were not able to refute his teachings, so they induced men 
to spread the lie that Stephen blasphemed Moses and God. They stirred up the people 
against him, seized him and brought him in front of the council of religious leaders. False 
witnesses spoke against him. But Stephen, with his face as the face of an angel, 
addressed the council. He spoke about the call of Abraham, the patriarchs in Egypt, 
Israel’s deliverance, Israel’s rebellion, and God’s true tabernacle. Our story begins with 
the end of his address. In this story we will see how Stephen demonstrated his certainty 
in peace beyond death. 

Tell the story This week’s passage is Acts 7:51-60 [2 min] 
Rebuild the story Group members tell the story together based on their recall [15 min] 

Read the story out loud Read the passage for any additions or omissions. [2 min] 

Discuss these questions This week’s passage Acts 7:51-60 [20 min] 
• Open your Bible to 1 Peter 1:3-9. Read in silence, keeping Stephen and the theme 

“peace beyond death” in mind. [3 min] 

• Turn back to the story in Acts 7:51-60 and connect Stephen to the verses in  
1 Peter 1 so we can see that he lived and died certain that he would have peace 
beyond his earthly death. [use the Leader’s Guide for this exercise] [7 min] 

• Are you full of faith and the Holy Spirit? Do you live as if you believe there is peace 
beyond death? If yes, ask the group “How do you demonstrate this in your life?” If 
no, ask the group, “How can you co-labor with the Holy Spirt to become full of faith, 
full of the Spirit, and live in the certainty that there is peace beyond death. [10 min] 

Ask someone to retell the story Ask for a volunteer from the group [2 min] 

Closing [3 min] 

• Next week will we replace the story with a fuller discussion on the sermon text. 
Everyone should read and meditate on Philippians 4:4-9. [1 min] 

• As you close in prayer everyone should briefly share if/how this week’s lesson 
changed how they feel about their death. [2 min] 
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